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obtained along similar lines, if only there is on the
part of the physician sufficient knowledge, sympathy
and directive power. " The mode of treating crime
and moral disorder which is suggested by its relation'
ship to disease differs from the older method in that
the erring person would not be merely exhorted
to exert his will, but would be shewn how his faulty
trend has been produced and thus would be assisted
in the application of his voluntary efforts." *

Is Confession as treated by practically all the
churches of Western Christendom, except the Roman
Catholic, at the present day little more than a name ?
How far is it definitely encouraged ? One can imagine
some thinking, " Most people do not want it." No
doubt many do not, but how many know anything
of its value ? And how shall they know the value
even of the elements of the Gospel unless they are
taught ? There is much reason to believe that many
a sinner would be saved from a greater destruction
could he be brave and confident enough to seek from
a minister ** ghostly counsel and advice " 2 in the
earlier stages of his sin. How many must there be
who say at some period, with the mental patient,
" I have been bursting to tell this to someone who
would understand n ; and how many who, thinking
nobody cared sufficiently to understand, or under-
stood sufficiently to care, have found the path of
least resistance the easiest and the down grade the
smoothest travelling, until the inevitable crash at
the end ? Desire for " comfort or counsel " * may

1  Miml and JMediciiw, a lecture by l>r. W. H. K. Kivcrs, p. 22.

2 Exhortation in the Communion Service of the Book of Common
Prayer.